Company v.   Andrus,   590 F.2d 95   (4th Gir.   1979).     Additionally,  his negli-
gence  in   failing   to  promptly communicate  his  findings  to mine management
is   imputable   to Youngstown.     See generally,  Nacco Mining Company,   3  FMSHRC
848,   2   UNA MSHG   1272,   1981 CCH OSHD par.   25,330   (1981).

Mr.   Mar cum   testified   that he did  not  think  that  a  fan problem  existed
when  he began his  return  trip to   the mine's underground workings  because:
(1)   the   fan alarm did  not go off,   (2)   only one   fire boss had called  reporting
"no  air,"   and  (3)   none of  the workers underground had called  to  report an
air   problem   (Tr.   225-226).     Significantly,  he maintained that  he did not
talk   to Mr.   Nelson before beginning his  return   trip underground  (Tr.   223,
232).      But   he  also maintained  that  he might have   suspected  a  fan problem
had   lie   been  successful  in contacting Mr.   Nelson before returning underground,
and   had  Mr.   Nelson also  reported "no air"  (Tr.   223).

Mr.   Marcum's   testimony  is not credible insofar as he maintains  that he
did   not   talk to   Mr.   Nelson before beginning his  return  trip underground.
Mr.   Marino   testified   that Mr.  Marcum contacted  Mr.  Nelson on the  pager after
talking   to Mr.   Zeto  and  before returning underground,  and  that Mr.   Nelson
reported   a loss  of air,   or "no air,"   on 10 Drive, during their conversation
(Tr.   184-197,   197-198).     Mr.   Marino's  testimony  is considered credible on
this   point.     Therefore,   Mr.   Marcum,   by his own  admission,   should have
suspected   a  fan  problem before beginning his return trip underground.

However,   it appears  that Mr.   Marcum managed   to convince himself before
beginning   his return  trip underground  that  the  problem had been caused by
either  a  roof  fall  or a downed curtain  somewhere  on South Mains  (10 Drive)
(Tr.   199,   205,   211).     It  further appears  that  Mr.  Marcum became so  pre-
occupied  with this  belief  (1)  that he failed  to  notice those  things which
a   reasonable man  in his  position would   have noticed,   observations which
should  have led  him  to deduce that a fan  stoppage had occurred,  and  (2)
that   he  passed,   but  failed   to stop and  to examine,  the No.   2 fan's air
shaft  on  his way  to South Mains.     A reasonable man in his position would
have   stopped  and   examined  the air  shaft,   an examination which would have
conclusively revealed   that  a fan stoppage had  occurred,  instead of  pro-
ceeding   farther  into   the mine.

The   evidence  shows   that the largest volume  of intake air used  to ventilate
the  active  workings  enters  the mine through the   slope entrance  (Tr.   106).     In
fact,   approximately 95,000  cubic  feet  per minute  of the 250,000 cubic  feet  per
minute of air drawn into  the mine by the No.   2   fan enters through the   slope,
and moves  at a   speed  of approximately 10  to 12  miles  per hour  (Tr.   35-36,   140-
141).     Air movement is barely perceptible in the  slope when the No.   2  fan is
off   (Tr.   141-142).     A number of observations could and  should  have been made
in   the vicinity  of   the  slope,   observations which would have led a reasonable
man  to  conclude   that a  fan stoppage had   occurred.    First,   the  slope  entrance
is  approximately  15  feet  wide and 8  to 9  feet  high (Tr.  158,  159).     A cloth
rag  attached   to  a wire was hanging  in the slope  entrance.     The rag was hang-
ing  approximately  2  feet down from the roof,  and measured approximately
8   inches  in length and 4 inches in width (Tr.   140-142,   158-159,   190).     The

1815ing section 104(d)(l)   citation.
